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About ten thousand years ugo, wherw men began to (urn
front hunting to farming, they had first o cut down the
trees. [twas a painful task: the spirits of the recs had lang
been kith and kin. I'he cleared lelds gave back harvest; the
hamlews clustered into willages; the villages civeled intw
cities. From those first ¢ities would come the written word,
the beginnings of mathematics and scieuce, new gods, new
technologies.

Far beyond the city walls, that first urban an coull see
the lovests of his origins, and he locked on thein now with
fear, and with longing. Those dark woods hid plundermng
horvdes that ever threatened to everrur him. At the same
time, he had inherited what the poei 1.8, Eliot would later
call “an inconsalable memary of somcihing Jost n (he
forest”. Perhaps it was the freedom of the wild ~ o1 soine
noslalgic memory of it = far from the confines and conges-
tion of the city. Whalever the veasons, he was toro bewween
the ciLy and the lforest, He still is

That paintud passage Geam focest dweller ecarban nan
was first old in the Epic of Gilgamesh, dading [ ois about
200) years before Christ. Gilgamesh was the king vl the
Sumcerian cily of Uruk, and the epic recounss his sicuggle,
and lis reconciliation, with the forces ol nature and
civilizativn.

I do not raise this to amuse wilh historical trivia, This is
one of the oldest written myths of Western Civilization.
Four thousand years ago, when men fivstsat down 10 write
about what (roubled them, 1hey wrote about the conflict
they (el between the city and the forest, not only asenviron-
ment but as idea.

So the first lesson of history is this:

Current leelings and (ears about nalure and civikization
are not simply recent phenpmena. They may be in modern
guises, withinodern causes and compounents appended, but
there are ancient ideas and emotions involved.

The second lesson, | suggest, is that we wentastray.

The Epic of Gilgamesh may have said (hat ¢ity man is
incomplete without the wildercness. But it also said that the
city aud civilizalion were man's destiny. Judeed, it offeved
an understanding of them as partners. Cilgameslh's compa-
niow, his aller ego, was the wild man, Enkidu. In essence,
Enkiclu represents natuve; Gllgawesh, civilization. Hach
was incomplete withoul the other.

Unforiunately that ias not been the prevailing view. [tis
the candlict that lias been the recurring theme througf his-
tory. Alexander conquered half the world 1o spread civiliza-
tion beyond Greek cities, Ghengis Khan conguered no less
an empire (o eradicate e ity cultrve he abhovred. Tn the
Judaic-Chnstian wadition, the biblical emphasis is on the
evils af the city and the puvity of the wilderness: the slavery
of Egyptian cilies, far exaniple; the decadlence of Sodom .
Christ's firsi days were a Hight from the city and its dangers

Asamanhe wentolten inte ihe wilderness, seeking purific-
ation there.

1iis forgouten that Christ also weut to the city for knowl-
edge and learning.

In mouve recent centuries, since the Todustrial Revoln-
tian, it is techuology and s impact, rather than svhe city
itsell, which has Lecome the symbolic andithesis of naware.
The pull between thent has continued and there have beeu
distcichangesin the Western man's preferences for one or
the other.

The Australian histerian, Geoffrey Blainey, has recently
presented a detailed analysis of those changes. He lhas
dubbed it, zecurately if inelegantly, the Creat Secsaw, In bis
words; "Love of nature sits at one end ol Lhe seesaw, love of
technology at the oiher. Sumetimes the one end is heavier,
saumetimes the other; betwixt the beam s balanced more or
less, but ever rocking back and forth™.

I'he causes and elfecis of the tilt on thal seesaw are com-
plex. lntellectual, cultural, technological and econoic fac-
tors sl inAueuce it and are influenced by 1. Sometimes ane
factor leads, sometimes another. T hey inlluence each other.

The prevailing tih hasa profound effect an the wititudes
ol the day. Vor instance, a Lill lowards nature is iovariably
accompanied by an increased respect for primitive peuples.
They nte seen as living closer so muaee. A UL agained tech-
nology brings feats of famine and diminishing resources.
Techuelogy embodies maiw's skalls as a probiem-solver and
supplier. When faitloim those skills is lost, concevn develops
over fulure supplies and security.
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I'he ;1|(c|-u:|ting swiug, between nanre and technology
aver recent centuries is shown dingraommatically in the lig-
ure below, Vhe cycles ave discussed briefly in my paperand
elabiorated in Blainey's book. There is the sharp tiltie nature
in the decadles neav 1800, This was the Age of Romanticisin
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[ suggest thal the reasons lie 1n the difference berween
conservatiomsm and environmentzhsm. The conservation-
isLs’ argument may be aboul trees or trout or whatever, The
environmenialisis argument is about developmen and
growth; specifically about sloping them.

Some of the key points of the environmemalists weology
and theiv agenda are shown below,
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Povercy and pollution are Need 1o change political
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internationzl basis and
redistribute wealih.

Clearly the enemy s not the miner or logger per se. They
are only the enemy agents. The real enemy 15 the enure
complex of cur culture,

The environmentalists chemselves have made this quie
clear A former chaivman of the Austrahan Conservation
foundation has described environmentalism as “a revolu-
von challenging most of the fundamental renets of Western
industrial capitalism™

I'm not suggesting for one minute that the gentleman
hasnorighttothatview. What [ am suggesiingis that, asan
industry — or as individuals, for that matter — we must be
aware thar thatis hus view; and that when bhe is talking abont
the forest he 1s working on an agenda that goes far beyond
trees. Thatagenda chviously involves preteciion of the nat-
ural environment — [ agree — bud i clearly includes major
social, economic and political reforms.

It 15 those 1eforms, and the ideology that underwrites
them, that consutute the the main impediment to a rational
and necessary reconciliation  of  conservation and
development.

Is precisely that reconciliation which lies ac the hearcof
the new and increasingly popular concept of sustainable
development. Sesizinable in that it mees the needs of the
present withouw compronnsing the needs of the future. In
essence, a balance between conservation and development

The concept of sustainable development is inhevent in
the Federal Government'’s National Conservation siategy
for Ausurahu. That document, prepared in the earty 1980s,
declares, by way of s apening remarks, that conservation
and development are equally necessary for our survival. It
offers the insight that they are dafferent expressions of the
One process.

Thatis a powerful thought. Development and conserva-
tion are noLinherenty in conflict. They are part of the one
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process. Indeed they are. That process s the human
endeavour (o sustain and improve life on eanh. Develop-
meut is the wuse and management of the biosphere o
provide for the present; canservavion is the use and man-
agement of the biosphere to provide for the {uture. They
are thoe same process on different ume scales.

These new concepts may mark the beginning ol a return
to optimism, Perhaps that “Seesaw” is beginning Lo il
back. [tissull too early 1o 1ell and theve are powerlul forces
aLthe farend.

So what other lessens can we learn from this history,
ancieni or recent?

‘We have said that the current eovironmenial debate is
not a new theme. Those ancient roots and historical proce-
dents are not cause , however, Lo triviabze the present.
Rather they are a warning of its complexity.

They are also a caution aganst over-reaction. Wide-
spread belief does not necessanly constitute truth, whether
the issuc be jmmoveable conlinents or global warming.
Twenty years ago, scientisls were concerned thal cooling
carth temnperatures showed the approach of a miniice-age.
That doesi’L disprove current cencerns about rising tem-
peratures, but it is a wacning o scienufically consider the
daia.

We have seen that there are scientific and emotional
compenenis in the cuvrrent perspective. The soentific com-
ponentis a newly focused appreciation of the ecology of the
planet and the need for greater care in (uture social and
industnal initiatives. The emational component 1s more an
anti-lechnclogy moed, and is cyclical.

The presentcycle draws its intcasity from the conjucuen
of several cycles: the swing towards nature; the swing
againsttechnology; the lusiorical unease at the end of a cen-
wry; indeed ar the ¢nd of the millenium For centuries,
Western man believed the world would end in the year
2000.

This conjuction might make the current cycle a rela-
uvely long event continuing well inlo the next century,
unless other infuences come to play.

Jnformatien is the main influence on public opimon and
mood. A key facior i the prevahing ani-indusiry perspec-
rive (s the one-sided arguemnt che public has beard for de-
cades, Environmemntalists speak on prime-tiroe television; in-
dustey, with some exceptions, responds by interaal memo or
discrete political Jobbying, Thatis changing — and needs to,

Industry must communicate mere openly and more
effectively with the public. Otherwise, a poorly informed
public will hold very counter productive views. A recent
pall showed thal 80% of Australians coasidered future mil
sulficiency to be vually important. But, only 15% believed
thatany problem with self-suffbaiency exists, Hence, ail sup-
ply was ranked last of the 16 problems listed for 1this natjon.
Thatis not only against our industry’s interest, 1018 against
the natsonal interest.

Education is the imperative,

ladustry must ensure it is fully educated and properly
informed about environmenral matiers, beginning ar the
boardroom and continuing through 1o employees and
shareholders, National andhniernationalliaison is essential,

The public must be re-educated about their dependem
relationship with the primary producing and energy re-
source ndustries. The WA Governement’s bocklet, Mining
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