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P&R Exploration permits and wells, 1950s 



P&R Exploration permits and wells, 1960s 

Elwerath seismic crew,  
Ogaden Basin, c1964 



P&R Exploration permits and wells, 1970s 

Emperor Haile Selassie visiting 
Tenneco s Calub-1 gas discovery, 1973 



P&R Exploration permits and wells, 1980s 



P&R Exploration permits and wells, 1990s 



P&R Exploration permits and wells, 2000s 
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P&R Company exploration permit-years in East Africa 1950-2012  



P&R Drilling activity in East Africa, 1950s -2010s 



P&R Age of main target sequences in East Africa wells  



P&R International border conflicts in East Africa 

Tanzania and Malawi 
dispute over lake border 

Kenya and Somalia dispute 
over maritmie border 

Kenya and Uganda dispute 
over Lake Victoria border 

Somaliland and Puntland  
conflict over Nogal Valley  

South Sudan and Kenya   
dispute over Ilemi Triangle   

Uganda and DRC dispute 
over Lake Albert border 



P&R Somali Piracy 

  Somali piracy virtually precludes any offshore 
exploration 

  Multinational counter-piracy effort, including 
patrolling warships and security teams on 
vessels, is having an impact, with hijackings 
reduced by 40% in 2012 

  Long term solution requires long-term 
solution onshore and that remains elusive  

2010 
Source: Eunavfor 



P&R Internal conflict areas in East Africa 

Tanzania and Zanzibar 
dispute over gas finds  

Ogaden Somali clan in 
armed conflict with Ethiopia 

Widespread conflict in 
Somalia includes oil rights 

Unrest in Turkana region over 
share of oil benefits 

Anuah people in Gambela in 
dispute over land and oil 

Social unrest and conflict 
in Lake Albert region 



P&R The socio-political environment in East African countries 

  Widespread mythology in recent decades of hidden oil fields, now seen to be 
confirmed by recent discoveries,  has created high expectations  

  Modern communications and travel, even in remotest areas, means that  the 
potential wealth from oil discoveries is well known and ardently sought.    

 
  Rapidly emerging middle class in many countries is increasingly distrusting of 

Government 

  Educated and relatively wealthy diaspora in North America and Europe are a 
major influence 

  Widespread ‘independence’  aspirations, as communities seek local autonomy 
and control of natural resources 

 
  Increased focus on communities and social justice by NGOs, with criticism of 

companies both in-country and at home 



P&R Concluding remarks   

  The social contract between the diverse ethnic groups and Government is 
under considerable stress in many East African countries 

   The wealth associated with major oil and gas discoveries adds greatly to that 
stress and increases the potential for social discord and violence 

  Companies need to ensure their key personnel are well informed about the  
complexity and conflicts within the society 

  This is not just for the Community Relations team; the exploration team is first 
on the ground and building a secure relationship with local communities begins 
with them. 

  Transparency, consultation and communication are essential from the 
beginning 

  Even with the best of intentions and efforts, it is a challenge 

  But it is a challenge we have to meet to ensure the oil and gas we have found 
proves to be a blessing for East Africa , not a curse.  



P&R Thank you 

Sometimes the past does look like another country: 
 

Ethiopian Airforce and Elwerath staff rest  in the shade of their aircraft 
in the Ogaden, circa 1962 
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